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When the Fall weather shifts to the colder Winter temperatures, not only 
do we need to stay warm, but outdoor critters need to as well. This makes 
human inhabited structures, such as our homes and of�ce buildings, 
inviting places for them to seek shelter during the cold season. Naturally, 
they will try to �nd shelter in trees, leaf nests or ground burrows. Howev-
er, sometimes entry points into an attic can provide the perfect place for 
them to call home during the winter months.

Tree squirrels, such as gray and �ying squirrels, are found in both North 
Carolina and Virginia. Most animals will hibernate during the winter. 
However, unlike other animals, these squirrels do not hibernate. They 
may become less active outdoors during this period of time, but they still 
remain active in their nests or where they have taken up residence inside 
your home or of�ce building. Gray squirrels are active during the day and 
�ying squirrels are active at night. You may hear the “pitter patter” of 
little feet walking or running in the attic. The time of day when you hear 
activity can help distinguish which type of squirrel may be the culprit.

Having squirrels in your attic can be an indication that your home or 
of�ce is not properly sealed or it may be that damage was caused by the 
squirrels while gaining access. Squirrels can enter through torn screen-
ing, broken windows, gaps in the structure, chimneys and tress or other 
types of plants touching the building. While they are taking up residence 
in the attic, they can cause a number of damages. Their teeth constantly 
grow, so they need something to chew on. Unfortunately, that something 
may be electrical and phone wires that can require expensive repairs. 
They can leave a mess of droppings and urine. They can strip and tunnel 
through insulation, which compromises our barrier from the entry of cold 
air from outside, as well as the escape of heated air.

SEASONAL FEATURED SERVICE
WHAT IS IN THE ATTIC?

Fun Facts
Flying squirrels weigh between 2 and 6 oz.  There are TWO 
species of flying squirrels in North Carolina and Virginia.

Flying squirrels do not “fly”. They glide using extra skin that is 
attached  between their front and back legs.

All squirrels are rodents and their teeth continually grow
throughout their lives. This is why they will often chew on
wiring, structures, and other items in addition to feeding.

The northern flying squirrel can be found in the higher 
elevations of the NC and VA mountains and is considered
endangered. The southern flying squirrel is very abundant
in most other areas.

Squirrels pretend to bury nuts to throw off others from 
stealing their food.

Since tree squirrels are great climbers, reducing the vegetation 
touching the structure and keeping tree limbs at a minimum of 6 
feet from the building can eliminate “highways” for them to 
travel. Removing bird feeders that are close to the home will 
discourage their presence and decrease the chance of nesting in 
or near the home. Their diet can consist of items such as insects, 
nuts and seeds. During Autumn when leaves are falling, the 
gutters on a structure can build have leaf build up, which creates 
a great place for insects to hide as well as places for them to store 
seeds and nuts. Routinely cleaning gutters will help reduce 
potential food sources…not to mention reducing insects around 
structures, in general. So, it’s a double win!      (Continued on back)

SQUIRRELS (Continued from front)
Also, be aware that other critters can invade structures during this time of year, such 
as mice, rats, possums and raccoons. Not only are attics vulnerable to their invasion, 
but crawlspaces are as well. If you want to be sure that your home is sealed properly 
to prevent squirrel entry, or you’re not sure what that sound is coming from the attic? 
Contact McNeely Pest Control and we would be happy to help you with an inspection, 
pest exclusion, gutter cleaning, attic insulation and critter removal.

CONTENTS:

SEASONAL FEATURED SERVICE

FUN FACTS

SPECIALTY SERVICE 

EMPLOYEES OF THE MONTH

TESTIMONIALS

JOB OPENINGS

https://mcneelypest.com/


McNEELY
FAMILY

SERVING
SINCE 1944

When the Fall weather shifts to the colder Winter temperatures, not only 
do we need to stay warm, but outdoor critters need to as well. This makes 
human inhabited structures, such as our homes and of�ce buildings, 
inviting places for them to seek shelter during the cold season. Naturally, 
they will try to �nd shelter in trees, leaf nests or ground burrows. Howev-
er, sometimes entry points into an attic can provide the perfect place for 
them to call home during the winter months.

Tree squirrels, such as gray and �ying squirrels, are found in both North 
Carolina and Virginia. Most animals will hibernate during the winter. 
However, unlike other animals, these squirrels do not hibernate. They 
may become less active outdoors during this period of time, but they still 
remain active in their nests or where they have taken up residence inside 
your home or of�ce building. Gray squirrels are active during the day and 
�ying squirrels are active at night. You may hear the “pitter patter” of 
little feet walking or running in the attic. The time of day when you hear 
activity can help distinguish which type of squirrel may be the culprit.

Having squirrels in your attic can be an indication that your home or 
of�ce is not properly sealed or it may be that damage was caused by the 
squirrels while gaining access. Squirrels can enter through torn screen-
ing, broken windows, gaps in the structure, chimneys and tress or other 
types of plants touching the building. While they are taking up residence 
in the attic, they can cause a number of damages. Their teeth constantly 
grow, so they need something to chew on. Unfortunately, that something 
may be electrical and phone wires that can require expensive repairs. 
They can leave a mess of droppings and urine. They can strip and tunnel 
through insulation, which compromises our barrier from the entry of cold 
air from outside, as well as the escape of heated air.
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How can T.A.P. Insulation be bene�cial to you? T.A.P. actually is an acronym! 
When it is installed in the attic space, it has three main bene�ts — 

1) “T” represents “thermal”, which means it keeps your home cooler in the 
summer and warmer in the winter. T.A.P. Insulation increases your home’s 
energy rating by decreasing the amount of air �ow from your home, which is 
most important during the coldest time of the year 
when you don’t want to lose any of that heated air! 
2) “A” represents “acoustic”. This insulation will help 
create a better and more ef�cient noise barrier to those 
unwanted noises coming from the outside into 
your home. 
3) “P” represents “pest control”. The �bers of the insu-
lation have been treated with a borate material that 
has pesticidal activity and as insects walk through or 
over this treated insulation, they contact the pesticide 
particles which leads to helping in the control of pests, 
such as cockroaches, ants and silver�sh.

Another bonus of T.A.P. is that it can be installed over 
already existing insulation in an attic! Or old insula-
tion that has been damaged by mold or critters can be 
removed and replaced with new T.A.P. Insulation. 
Contact us for an inspection and quote for our T.A.P 
Insulation service!

SPECIALTY SERVICE
T.A.P.® Insulation Helps Homes in THREE Ways!

EMPLOYEES OF THE MONTH

JOB OPENINGS Know of someone who you think would be an 
asset to our team?  Please refer them to us, be 
sure they list your name on their application, and 
once they join our team, we'll send you a $50 gift 
card.
 

CLICK HERE FOR MORE INFO

OCTOBER
DURRELL STINSON

NOVEMBER
BEN BLEVINS

DECEMBER
VICTORIA COX

CLICK HERE FOR MORE INFO

Since tree squirrels are great climbers, reducing the vegetation 
touching the structure and keeping tree limbs at a minimum of 6 
feet from the building can eliminate “highways” for them to 
travel. Removing bird feeders that are close to the home will 
discourage their presence and decrease the chance of nesting in 
or near the home. Their diet can consist of items such as insects, 
nuts and seeds. During Autumn when leaves are falling, the 
gutters on a structure can build have leaf build up, which creates 
a great place for insects to hide as well as places for them to store 
seeds and nuts. Routinely cleaning gutters will help reduce 
potential food sources…not to mention reducing insects around 
structures, in general. So, it’s a double win!      (Continued on back)

TESTIMONIALS
Bill P.. says “Your technician, Bill Hunter, did a great job! Very 
thorough and courteous. Please tell him I appreciate his 
professionalism.”

Lisa H. says “Thank you, Derek. Mom said, ‘I like him. He’s 
real nice!’”

CLICK HERE to share your 
experience with McNeely 
Pest Control

SQUIRRELS (Continued from front)
Also, be aware that other critters can invade structures during this time of year, such 
as mice, rats, possums and raccoons. Not only are attics vulnerable to their invasion, 
but crawlspaces are as well. If you want to be sure that your home is sealed properly 
to prevent squirrel entry, or you’re not sure what that sound is coming from the attic? 
Contact McNeely Pest Control and we would be happy to help you with an inspection, 
pest exclusion, gutter cleaning, attic insulation and critter removal.

CLICK HERE FOR MORE INFO

https://mcneelypest.com/residential-pest-control/wildlife-control/triad-squirrel-control/
https://mcneelypest.com/tap-insulation/
https://mcneelypest.com/careers/
https://mcneelypest.com/
https://mcneelypest.com/submit-a-testimony/



