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In looking at the title of the insect “spotlight” article for this 
quarter one might think that some bees and wasps get along 
with each other and some don’t. If you thought that, then you 
were partially correct. In actuality the complexity and varia-
tions of the insect world is pretty amazing! And insect inter-
action is no exception!

As summer begins the nests of social bees and wasps are 
growing rapidly. Bumble bees, yellow jackets, paper wasps 
and hornets all had new nests begin in the spring by a single 
reproductive female. She was born the previous year, raised 
by her nest mates, and mated prior to the onset of winter. In 
the fall she had left her nest to �nd a protected site to hiber-
nate and survived the winter. Her next challenge in her life 
with the onset of spring was to feed herself, �nd a site for 
nest construction, begin building a nest, lay eggs and then 
forage for food to feed her �rst brood of young. As summer 
progresses she will then be able to stay on/in the nest and be 
taken care of by her “worker” nestmates that emerged from 
eggs she has laid.  All of the nestmates work to feed the newly 
developing young and also perform other duties like nest 
construction and protection. Unfortunately for homeowners, 
as undected nests grow in size so does the area around the 
nest that the social wasp and bees actively defend. This can 
explain why you can mow your yard part of the summer and 
not get stung and then mow over the same area a few weeks 
later and be attacked by ground nesting yellow jackets that 
are now defending a larger area around their nest!
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There are also many species of non-social or “solitary” bees and 
wasps. Some common solitary bees that are encountered include, 
mud daubers, carpenter bees, cicada bees, and mason bees. While 
these insects do have stingers they are working singularly to 
construct individual nests and do not actively defend their nest sites. 
It is also common to have a number of solitary bees or wasps nesting 
in the same general area which may lead to a �rst impression that 
there is a nest of solitary wasps or bees present.

The good news for home and business owners is that the staff at 
McNeely Pest Control is equipped and prepared to help you with all 
pest control service needs including both social and solitary bees, 
and wasps!

Mud daubers hunt, sting and paralyze spiders and then take 
them back to their nest for developing young to feed on.

The velvet ant is actually a wingless female solitary wasp that will crawl
down the burrows of other insects, such as a cicada killer wasps,  and lay 
eggs that will develop and feed upon the young cicada killer wasp larva.

Cicada killer wasps will hunt cicadas and place then in excavated 
burrows for their youth to eat.

The common honey bee is not native to North America. There are
many native bees that have historically pollinated fruits and flowers
long before honey bees were introduced into North America.

The mason bee is a very common and active pollinator that can
be attracted to holes drilled into blocks of wood. Directions for 
mason bee nests can be found by a simple “Google” search of
mason bee nest construction.

https://mcneelypest.com/
https://mcneelypest.com/residential-pest-control/pest-control/stinging-insects/
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Several years ago we felt that we needed to better de�ne the types of services that we offered 
at McNeely Pest Control, so we established a three tier level of coverages through our 
Advanced Home Service Protection plans. With our basic “Advanced Home Service” our �rm 
provides ongoing scheduled home inspection and needed pest control on a scheduled 
quarterly basis. Service covers corrective and preventive treatments for common household 
pests such as cockroaches, ants, silver�sh, crickets, mice and rats. In addition, we are on call 
should a pest concern arise between scheduled service visits at no additional service charge. 
We also offer our “Advanced Home Protection Plus” service plan that includes home termite 
protection, and our “Advanced Home Protection Premium” service plan that includes warm 
weather mosquito, �ea and tick coverage for your yard. With these “bundled” service plans 
you also realize savings plus qualify for discounts for other services that McNeely Pest Control 
offers. For more information visit us on the web at www.mcneelypest.com or give us a call 
today at 855-671-7855
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Know of someone who you think would be an asset to our team?  Please refer 
them to us, be sure they list your name on their application, and once they join 
our team, we'll send you a $50 gift card.
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Thanks to our customers for calling and sharing their positive experiences.

Thank you to Lance Luman for his professional service to our home that is now going 
on 18 years. JN

We were very pleased with Brett’s work! SS

This lady (Chris Deller) did an excellent job! RH

Our service technician is terri�c and does an excellent job! PS

FEBRUARY
Esther Zamora

MARCH
Mark Grif�th

APRIL
Justin French
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COMPANY EVENT
McNeely Volunteers at Tour of Lewisville
Ryan Walker, McNeely Pest Control Volunteers, and Troy Rakes, 
riding, of McNeely Pest Control at the first Tour of Lewisville Bike 
Event supporting the Lewsiville-Clemmons Chamber of Commerce.

CLICK HERE to share your experience 
with McNeely Pest Control

Is Your Home Protected from All Pests?
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